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Swavalamban Saahas  

– an ode to the Swavalambi Warriors 

Dear Reader,  

Swavalamban Greetings!! 

Trust you are safe during the times of Covid-19 pandemic, a global epidemic 

which has shaken the world to its core. We often hear that ‘When the going 

gets tough, the tough get going’. At a time when the whole world is grappled 

with fear and uncertainty and everyone locked inside the boundaries of 

their homes, there are several people who continue to strive each day to 

protect livelihoods and ensure safety of others by supplying essential 

services, safety/hygiene equipment or by spreading awareness among the 

masses about the ways to secure themselves from the pandemic. These are 

our Swavalamban Warriors, who through their Saahas (Courage) have not 

only ensured a steady income to their families but have also motivated us to 

bring to you a compilation of their stories in our latest offering ‘Swavalamban 

Saahas’.  

In this edition, we have tried to provide a glimpse of their hard work, 

dedication and their Saahasi spirit which ignites light in the hearts of many. 

We hope you will also find inspiration and positivity through their stories, 

just like we did. 

We salute the spirit of our Swavalamban warriors.   

Happy Reading. 
Team P&D, SIDBI 

 

Swavalambi Contributors: Ms/Mr. Suman Singh, Anamika Rajkumari, Smirti Bajpai, Shanmuga Priya, 

Shivendram Maurya, Rishikesh Kumar and Rajesh Kumar Pal   
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Swavalamban Warrior – Smt. Shanti Jaiswal 
 
Smt. Jaiswal is from Himanchal Pradesh and through her association with Indian 
Council for Social Welfare (ICSW), has been organizing several programs for 
public welfare, like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao. She is also running her own NGO 
in Solan, H.P. for the betterment of the under privilege and is helping the needy 
people through several ways.  

 
She is managing her own family along with her determination to uplift the 
society and makes sure she strikes a balance between the two. Even during this 
pandemic, her will is unfazed by the ongoing Covid Crisis where despite of all 
sorts of health hazards, she made sure to step out for the people and supply 
safety masks to the poor, old and sick people. Witnessing her spirit, SIDBI 
supported her NGO with a grant so that she can carry on with the procurement 
of these masks and reach to the people in need.  
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Swavalamban Warrior - Preeti Kushwaha 
 
Battling through poverty and no definite source of income, Smt. Preeti 
Kushwaha got married off only after completing her high school. But, with the 
determination to complete her education, she carried on after marriage and 
finished intermediate despite having very little means of income in her in-laws 
house. Her husband being a farmer and also run a small general store to support 
family of 4, she decided to support the family income. She joined a self-help 
group and from there learnt about Usha Silai School and got herself enrolled.  
 
At the Silai School, Preeti not only learnt the art of stitching and became an 
entrepreneur, but also started her own Silai School and trained to more than 
200 aspirants. At present, she is providing training to around 24 budding 
Swavalambis and contributing her bit in Mission Swavalamban. During the Covid 
– 19 pandemic, Preeti, despite not being able to leave her house due to the 
lockdown, has started the production of re-usable cotton masks and is supplying 
them free of cost to the members of her village panchayat and at a very nominal 
cost to the general public. In this way, she has ensured that her service to the 
community is not halted even during the tough times.  
 
Preeti has not restricted herself to the production of masks and is in sensitizing 
the public about the importance of hygiene, social distancing and usage of 
masks.  
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Swavalamban Warrior – Aanandam Trust 

 
Aanandam Trust is established by one of the customers of SIDBI, has been 
conducting several voluntary efforts since its inception for the service of poor, 
destitute and elderly people in and around Chennai. Through their modest and 
limited means, they have been extending developmental works for the 
betterment of environment and education. In view of their commendable social 
work, SIDBI has also supported them in to procure equipment for providing food 
supplies to the old and needy people of their region.  
 

 
 
The current crisis has wreaked havoc all over the country. However, owing to 
the social inequality, some section of the society has been among the ones most 
hit by its intensity. One such section is that of the migrant labourers and 
homeless people who have seen themselves suddenly stranded with no home, 
no food and no support. Aanandam Trust has took upon the work of looking after 
such people from their region and is providing them food supplies with the help 
of another NGO. It is also looking after the homeless children from the region 
by providing them fruit and vegetable supplies.  
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Swavalambi Warrior – J Balamani 
 

 
 
Supporting her family through her own Swavalamban Silai School, Mrs. Balamani 
believes in the true spirit of Swavalamban. She is not only running her own 
household but is also encouraging other people from her area to be independent 
and start their own enterprise. While the pandemic has dampened the spirit of 
several people, Balamani does not let any situation bring her down. During such 
times when the country is facing the shortage of masks, she has involved her 
whole family in the task of mask making and has even provided employment to 
a few women from her area for executing the business. A firm believer in 
sharing the knowledge of Swavalamban, Balamani is spreading her knowledge 
of mask making to women so that they can develop masks for their own family 
members and relatives. She has even developed a youtube video to disseminate 
the mask making technique among the masses which can be found at   
https://youtu.be/L9Lf64vsMts.  
 
Balamani is supplying masks to the public through local vendors and other 
organizations. She has even ensured regular supply of raw materials for the 
masks by being in contact with the local cloth vendors and has taken special 
permission for production of masks. A socially responsible citizen, she ensures 
that the norms of social distancing is maintained at her training centre with 
only 2-3 people present at a time. She also ensures sanitization and usage of 
masks at all times so that the safety of the people working at her centre as well 
as that of her customers is not compromised in any way. 
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Swavalambi Warrior – Rekha Maan 

 
President of ‘The Patiala Handicraft Society for Women (TPHSW), Mrs. Rekha 
Maan has been working for the empowerment of women entrepreneurs since 
several years. She has created a niche for herself through her phulkari 
embroidery skills at national as well as international platforms. 
 
In a society that does not encourage women stepping out of their houses for 
earning their own income, Mrs. Maan found her support in the form of her 

mother in law who provided 
her support in starting her 
own boutique. This 
provided her with the much 
needed financial and 
emotional strength to be a 
Swavalambi and to further 
inspire and empower 
women, she started TPHSW. 
TPHSW is engaged in the 
upliftment of women as 
well as for the revival of the 
languishing art of Phulkari. 
The institute does research 
and development work to 

spread the art and at the same time supports the rural women through creation 
of Self-Help Groups. It also conducts awareness programs on the importance of 
education, health and hygiene for women and has also been supported by SIDBI 
in its endeavour. 
 
Undeterred and unfettered by the pandemic, the agency has ramped up its 
humanitarian work by providing awareness among the public about the Arogya 
Setu app and is also making masks for free distribution to the Punjab Police 
Administration. Further, the agency is sensitizing the village artisans about the 
importance of hygiene and social distancing.  
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Swavalambi Warrior – Kusum Devi 
 
Smt. Kusum Devi is an exemplification of the adage “A strong woman knows she 
has strength enough for the journey, but a woman of strength knows it is in 
the journey where she will become strong”. Hailing from a poor family with her 
husband being a daily wage earner, her strong desire to support her family 
income and become a Swavalambi brought Kusum to the Swavalamban Silai 
school. Having received training and started her own Swalavalamban Silai 
school, she is not only earning her income through stitching clothes, but is also 
providing training to other women from her area so that they too, can be 
financially independent and support their families. 
 
It’s true that a strong willed person finds opportunities despite the situation. 
Understanding the demands of the times, Kusum has started making masks at 
her stitching centre and despite her modest financial situation, has been 
distributing them free of cost to the needy. Her intent was recognized by her 
community head who procured an order of making 1000 masks to her. Kusum, 
through her diligence, has been fully engaged in the cause. She is also spreading 
awareness among her community members about the ways to fight the 
pandemic.  
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Swavalambi Warrior – Pankaj Kumar 
 

Pankaj our next Swavalambi Hero learnt responsibilities in a harsh way when 
his parents and elder brothers passed away and he suddenly found himself as 
the only breadwinner of the family at a tender age of 17. Unfazed by the 
circumstances, he took over the family responsibilities while supporting his 
sister in law and niece and after completing ITI, started working at an electric 
item repair shop. Soon, he started his independent work by providing door-to-
door repair services and recognizing his hardworking spirits, was supported by 
SIDBI under its Swavalamban Role Model Scheme. 
 
In these times of lockdown, Pankaj is working in the best possible way he can 
with the limited means and prevalent restrictions. Providing bread and butter 
to his family and giving them a decent life is his life’s motto which inspires him 
to make the best out of every situation. Even though he has lost a lot of business 
due to the pandemic, he is hopeful that he will be able to recover after the 
lockdown ends by working even harder and giving more service. 
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Swavalambi Warrior – Manju Devi 

 
Hailing from a small village of Chamoli in Uttarakhand, Smt. Manju Devi’s 
determination to support her family and provide them a better life brought her 
to the doors of SIDBI Swavalamban School. With a meagre family income and 
husband working as a daily wage labourer, Manju had the will and belief in 
herself which encouraged her to take her first step as a Swavalambi. After 
receiving training from the Silai School, she opened her own stitching centre as 
well as her own Silai School where she imparts the stitching training to several 
other women from her village. She also supplies school uniforms and female 
garments and earns a decent income through her venture. Through her Silai 
School, she is also educating women on tailoring jobs and repair & maintenance 
of the sewing machines. 
 
Not one to complain, Manju was one of the those who realised the income 
opportunity during the pandemic and started making three layered masks for 
fighting the spread of Covid-19. Despite facing challenges in availability of raw 
material and transportation restrictions, she has been working in the limited 
capacity to supply masks to several agencies and is also working with a local 
NGO to sensitize the public about the importance of safety and hygiene in order 
to fight the epidemic.   
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Swavalambi Warrior – Jaiprakash 

 
It is often said that your limits are defined not by your circumstances, but by 
your beliefs. Shri Jaiprakash is an excellent example to this. Despite being 
paralysed in both his legs, he is a self-dependent individual who is not only a 
Swavalambi himself but has handheld many others on the path of Swavalamban. 
 

The fire of Swavalamban in his heart inspired Jaiprakash to undertake 
Entrepreneurship Development Training (EDP) program in assembling speakers. 
After working with a manufacturing unit for a few years, he started his own 
work by tying up with a manufacturing company and providing his services from 
his home. This initiated his journey as a Swavalambi. However, Jaiprakash 
understood the importance of self-reliance and self-dependence and this led 
him to employ other physically handicapped people at his assembling unit. SIDBI 
recognized his spirit of job provider and forwarded support to him so that he 
can further his Swavalamban journey. 
 
Jaiprakash is a Swavalambi in his own right who has not forgotten the challenges 
he has faced in his journey and continues facing. He has a desire to employ 
more disabled people in his unit and provide them with the satisfaction and 
dignity of earning their own bread and butter. He has made this idea the mission 
of his life and understand that the purpose of a true Swavalambi is to be more 
than just a job provider. 
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Swavalambi Warrior – Nazuk Qureshi 

 

 
 
Unable to find a job after completing her education and with a determination 
to support her family of 5, Nazuk Qureshi, who hails from a small town of 
Pithoragarh in Uttarakhand, decided to start her own stitching work. Her 
willingness to learn led her to Swavalamban Silai Schools, where she received 
training on sewing, stitching and is now earning a decent income for her family. 
Nazuk is an ambitious woman who is not restricted in her ideas and dreams. She 
creates innovative designs and uses platforms like YouTube to learn new designs 
and techniques of stitching & tailoring. Through her own Swavalamban Silai 
School, she is imparting the knowledge to her trainees and helping them learn 
new methods of sewing as well. She is also encouraging women from her 
community to become self-dependent. 
 
Like our other Swavalamban Saahas warriors, she also understood the need of 
the hour during the Covid-19 Pandemic and started the work of making and 
supplying masks for the needy people. This has helped Nazuk to give back to 
her community at such critical times and she has fully dedicated herself to this 
noble cause.  
 
Nazuk dreams of becoming a designer and is committed to her dreams and 
considering her dedication and will, we are also rooting for her. 
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Swavalambi Warrior – Dilip Ghadge 
 

 
A civil engineer by education, Shri Dilip Ghadge started his own enterprise of 
manufacturing concrete products after working for several years in construction 
industry. In 2015, he joined Astra Group as a partner. The firm is a leader in 
manufacturing concrete products and has won two MSME awards of SIDBI. 
 
A marathon runner by passion, Dilip is also an avid trekker, wild life enthusiast 
and an active member of Rotary International apart from being a businessman. 
He is a recipient of the Guinness Book of World Records and having joined rotary 
in 2008, is actively providing social services to his community. A truly spirited 
social worker, he has been supplying ration kits to immigrant workers stranded 
in the city and has been distributing packed meals with the help of local 
Gurudwara. 
  
While public is understandably wary of their own safety and personal health 
during such troubling times, the endeavor of Shri Dilip is an inspiration to many 
and a boon to the needy. He is an active Saahasi foot soldier of the nation and 
re-kindles our faith in humanity. 
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Swavalambi Warrior – Mamta 
 

 
Mamta decided to step out of the marriage facing domestic violence, a decision 
that is to these times, often looked down upon in our society. She decided to 
be independent and live on her own despite being physically challenged. She 
joined SIDBI Swavalamban Silai School, learnt the skill of stitching and tailoring 
and opened her own Silai centre where she not only works as a Swavalambi, but 
is also imparting training to several other women who have the desire of 
Swavalamban in their hearts. Needless to say, her story is a motivation in itself 
to those who complain of lack of job opportunities in the country. 
 
Despite having to face dearth of orders during the pandemic lockdown as well 
as the trainees straying away from her training centre due to the fear of spread 
of infection, Mamta decided to make the best use of her time and skills and 
started making and distributing free face masks in her village. Seeing her 
dedication, a local factory provided her with orders to make masks and the 
demand has steadily increased over time. This has helped Mamta stay afloat 
during the tough times. 
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Swavalambi Warrior – Sunil Kumar 
 
Sunil Kumar is a vegetable vendor who has been supported by SIDBI under its 
Swavalamban Role Model Scheme. Considering the importance of availability of 
vegetables during the times of lockdown, Sunil has increased his daily rounds 
by several times and is ensuring that people receive fresh and adequate supply 
in any condition.  
 
Once a daily wage earner, Sunil’s innate desire to be a Swavalambi and not a 
job seeker led him to opening his own vegetable selling venture. This provided 
him with the dignity of Swavalamban while ensuring a steady income for his 
family.  
 
While most of the business activities have been negatively affected by the 
lockdown, the demand for Sunil’s commodity have increased manifold. Not one 
to miss the opportunity, Sunil is striving equally hard to increase his earnings in 
line with the spurt in demand. Being an essential service provider, he is also 
serving the people during the times of pandemic while risking his own life by 
stepping out to provide his services to the people.  
 
Sunil is hopeful for the future and dreams of opening his own shop one day so 
that he can increase the business capacity and include his family members in 
the business as well.  
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Swavalambi Warrior – Manju Kharayat 
 
Hailing from a distant village of Uttarakhand, Manju had little opportunities for 
earning her own income. But determined to support her husband and to be self-
dependent, she took the ITI course in stitching and learnt the necessary skills 
of the craft. It was this innate desire in her heart to learn and earn 
Swavalamban, that brought her to Swavalamban Silai School which helped her 
in not only honing her sewing and tailoring skills, but in also starting her own 
school as a trainer.  

 
Now a master trainer in Swavalamban Silai School as well as RSETI, Manju has 
been able to earn her own income by doing tailoring jobs, repairing of sewing 
machines as well as imparting knowledge to other women who come to her with 
dreams of Swavalamban in their eyes. 
 
During the lockdown, Manju has relentlessly pursued her craft of stitching and 
is now making masks for several people and agencies. Despite facing several 
challenges due to restricted movement during lockdown, she is utilizing her 
available limited means and is making sure that she is able to service her orders. 
Manju is a true warrior in the sense that she is not only helping the community 
through supplying of masks but is also spreading awareness among the public 
about the pandemic and ways to make themselves safe and secure.  
 
She has a dream to see the women of her village self-dependent and earning, 
and to achieve this, she regularly motivates them about the importance of 
Swavalamban and how they too, like her, can become a Swavalambi.   
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Swavalambi Warrior – Chinta Sharma 

  
Once working as a daily wage labourer in order to support her husband, an 
agricultural labour himself, Chinta Sharma, who belongs to a remote village in 
Uttar Pradesh, is now a proud Swavalambi running her own Swavalamban Silai 
School. Her hard work, determination and belief in her dreams have turned her 
form a job seeker to a job provider in true sense as she is also providing training 
to several other budding Swavalambis in her own training centre. This has 
helped her in earning a decent income and a name for herself due to her deft 
stitching skills.  

Chinta is a social 
worker at heart, and 
during the times of 
Covid-19 crisis, has 
been preparing 
masks and 
distributing them 
free of cost to the 
service providers of 
her village 
panchayat. In 
addition, she is also 
in the forefront of 
spreading awareness 
about the 
importance of 
sanitization and 
social distancing in 
order to fight the 
spread of the 
pandemic.  
Chinta has big 

dreams for her future and plans to open her own manufacturing unit of 
readymade garments.  
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Swavalambi Warrior – Bebi Begum 
 

 
With the stress of family migrating to a new place, and the challenges of finding 
bread and butter in the lack of any earning source, Bebi had even pursued daily 
labour in order to supplement her family income. With her commitment to be 
able to better support her family which also includes three children, she got 
associated with Swavalamban Silai Schools and learnt the skills necessary to 
start her own tailoring enterprise. Having completed the training, Bebi not only 
opened her Silai School, but is also providing training to other women so that 
they can also start their own Swavalamban enterprise. 
 
Like several other of our Saahasi warriors, Bebi is doing her own share of social 
service during the difficult times of pandemic by preparing reusable masks and 
despite her own limited means, have been providing them free of cost to her 
panchayat members. She is also actively supporting her family income by 
servicing orders receiving through several people and agencies. 
 
In order to help the society cope with the crisis situation, Bebi is involved in 
sensitization of people about the wearing masks and ensuring sanitization and 
social distancing. She has also included the learners from her Silali School to 
further the cause and is committed on spreading awarenss while doing her bit 
for the society. 
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Swavalambi Warrior – Neetu 
 

 
 
 
With no means of livelihood and a family to support, Neetu sometimes found 
herself short of food to feed her family. To survive in this situation, she even 
worked in neighbouring houses and was finding it extremely difficult to make 
ends meet. It was then that she came to know about Swavalamban Silai Schools 
and with dreams to start her own enterprise and provide a decent life to her 
family, started receiving training on sewing and tailoring. With skills came the 
confidence and she is now a Swavalambi who earns a steady monthly income 
and has also started tutoring the children from her neighbourhood. To further 
supplement her income, she also stitches bridal dresses during wedding seasons 
and earns a decent amount to support the education of her children.  
 
During the times of covid pandemic, Neetu is one of the warriors actively 
working on front and supplying the much needed masks to masses. She is also 
creating awareness among the public about the ways to keep themselves safe 
from the dangers fo pandemic. 
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Swavalambi Warrior – Anjali Singh 
 

From earning a salary of Rs. 1700/- to owing a company with a turnover of Rs. 
1 crore, Anjali Singh is the true personification of courage, determination and 
will power. She has broken the stereotypes created by society which sets up 
norms for women and is providing inspiration to people who dream of becoming 
a Swavalambi. Through her enterprise, she is providing job opportunities to 
rural and urban women, poor people and is also imparting training to women in 
jute bag making in her ‘Jute Artisans Guild Association’ for the last 10 years. 
Anjali accoladed with 5th FICCI FLO UP women’s Award 2020, Samaj Shiromani 
award by Governor Ram Naik and Best entrepreneur award by Lucknow 
Management Association. 
 
With a passion to return back to the society, Anjali is engaged in several 
activities related to women empowerment and is striving to create new job 
opportunities for women. She is also environmentally aware and is creating 
awareness against the usage of plastic.  
 
During the time of Covid-19 pandemic, she is ensuring the supply and 
distribution of food items to daily wage earners, construction workers, rickshaw 
pullers, BPL families, etc. with the help of local police. She, along with her 
employees are now cooking the food items themselves and distributing the food 
packets to their homes.   
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Swavalambi Warrior – Zeenat Parveen 
 

Left alone to take care of 
her two children, while 
having no source of 
income, life posed several 
tough situations for 
Zeenat who hails from a 
poor family in Uttar 
Pradesh. Not having the 
educational qualifications 
to get a job, Zeenat did 
not give up on life and got 
herself enrolled in 
Swavalamban Silai School 
as a trainee. Soon, new 
avenues of Swavalamban 
opened up for her as she 
not only started her 
tailoring shop, but herself 
become a trainer and 

started giving tailoring lessons to women like her in her training school. This 
grit, passion and zeal for life made Zeenat an independent woman and helped 
her in supporting her family and giving a good life to her children. She is now a 
job provider who employs women at her shop and thus imbibes the spirit of 
Swavalamban. 
 
Zeenat knows the importance of working for the betterment of society and this 
was exemplified during the current crisis of Coronavirus. She not only prepared 
and supplied face masks to the needy people, but also led her trainees in 
spreading awareness about the pandemic. She is sensitizing the common masses 
about the importance of maintaining social distancing, hygiene as well the need 
of covering their face with masks. She is a warrior in her own right. 
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Swavalambi Warrior – Paramjit Singh 
 

Paramajit Singh left his well secured job at a financial institution to follow his 
heart and founded RCED – Rural Centre for Entrepreneurship Development. 
Through RCED, he started organizing entrepreneurship awareness programs as 
well as employment generating initiatives even through virtual classes. With 
the spirit to start his own Swavalamban, Paramjit is now running several 
ventures and is providing employment to thousands in the country.  
 

 
 
RCED has been organizing skill and entrepreneurship development programs in 
several states of the country for more than 2 decades now. Its mission is to 
make the youth of the country self-sufficient and promote the spirit of 
Swavalamban in the nation. 
 
Paramjit has also been awarded with the national award under PMEGP program 
for best performing micro enterprise. Apart from that, he has earned several 
accolades including gold trophy from ASSOCHAM for his contribution in Best 
Organization Encouraging Entrepreneurship in MSME including Self Employment 
through Vocational Training. 
 
The current lockdown situation has not dampened the spirit of our Saahasi 
warrior and he along with his team is currently providing the entrepreneurship 
training courses via online classes and live sessions. The staff at RCED has also 
been engaged in humanitarian activities during the times of pandemic. 
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Swavalamban Warrior: Olirum Erode Foundation 
 

 
A not for profit organization, the Olirum Erode Foudation (OEF) team in engaged 
in providing common facilities for the public usage like water resource 
management, healthcare, infrastructure development and solid/liquid/e-waste 
management. 
 
Founded by a group of energetic entrepreneurs who dream of transforming 
Erode to a world class city, has been committed in its goal with full dedication. 
This has remained true even in the crisis time of the pandemic, and the group 
has made its contribution for providing sanitizing material at several public 
places. They have also donated face masks and hand wash along with infra-red 
thermometers for the safety and well-being of their fellow citizens. They have 
also donated an amount of Rs. 2 crores to the Tamil Nadu government for 
supporting their fight against the pandemic. 
 
Seeing the spirit of OEF team, SIDBI has provided assistance to the group for 
procurement of protective gear to sanitary workers and health providers under 
SIDBI CARES. 
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Swavalamban Warrior: Jaskaran 

 
A single mother who had no regular source 
of income but dreamt of providing a better 
life to her two sons, Jaskaran worked as a 
contractual employee in Phulkari Emporium 
before opening her own society ‘The Fateh 
Handicraft Workshop Cooperative Industry 
Society Limited (FHWCISL)’. 
 
The society is engaged in development of 
Phulkari handicraft, bags, etc. Jaskaran 
takes part in several exhibitions to showcase 
her products and enhance her business 
prospects. She also organizes several 
training programs on the craft to the women 
from surrounding villages and has also 
conducted phulkari training program for the 
women prisoners at Patiala Central Jail to 
enable them to earn their income and 
prepare themselves for a better life after 
the end of jail term. In addition, she 
personally motivates women through her life 
experiences in order to help them break the societal norms and become self-
dependent.  
 
The commitment of Jaskaran and the impressive initiatives taken by her were 
recognized by SIDBI which provided them support under its Kaushal Unnayan 
Program.  
 
FHWCISL is committed to its spirit of social work and is preparing masks for the 
benefit of masses to fight the spread of covid-19. It also received orders from 
the Punjab Government to prepare face masks. The trained workers of FHWCISL 
are fully engaged in the noble cause and are earning steady income through 
their work during the times of pandemic. 
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Swavalamban Warrior: Amol Gulhane 
 

 
Amol Gulhane, an entrepreneur at heart and an innovator by spirit, started his 
own company ROBOLAB Techonologies Private Limited which is engaged in 
digital image processing, embedded programming, designing analysis and 
optimization, designing and manufacturing complex and task-specific industrial 
robots. The company aims at transforming the educational facilities in the 
country and to further this goal, it provides a platform to the students from all 
parts of the country to showcase their innovative skills. 
 
The company has even prototyped its own robot ‘Omibo’ which can transport 
food and medical supplies to the patients in their isolation wards. The robot 
can be controlled wirelessly and comes with the live camera feed for easy 
navigation and can prove to be of immense help to limit the exposure of the 
nurses, ward boys, and doctors to the infected patients.  
 
Amol is the recipient of the National Entrepreneurship Award (GoI), Youth 
Inspirator Award (Sakaal), and 30 under 30 start-up entrepreneurs (Hindustan 
Times). RTPL has also won the Young MSE Achiever in Micro Services Segment” 
in SIDBI ET India MSME Awards 2018. 
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Swavalamban Warrior: Sona Pandey 
  

Now a successful entrepreneur who runs her own Swavalamban Silai School, 
Sona was once a homemaker who could barely make the ends meet due to 
uncertainty of his husband’s job. However, joining the Silai school gave her a 
new direction, and she could recognize her potential as a Swavalambi. By 
undergoing the sewing and stitching training, she not only started her own 
tailoring business, but started imparting the knowledge to several other women 
through her Silai School. Now she earns a decent income and supports her 
husband in managing the family finances.  
 
During the times of Covid-19 pandemic, she has become a Swavalamban warrior 
and is providing masks to the needy people from her community and is also 
creating awareness among the masses to keep themselves safe against the 
threat of infection. 
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Swavalamban Warrior: Suraj Kumar 
 

 
 

Adapting to the situation is the forte of our next warrior Suraj who despite being 
unable to run his juice shop due to the lockdown, started procuring fruits and 
selling them in the local market. By doing this, he has ensured steady income 
to his family and is striving each day to provide healthy fruits to the public. 
 
While several small businesses have been forced to temporarily shut down due 
to the pandemic, Suraj is visiting every corner to keep his business running. It 
is this fighting spirit that makes Suraj one of our Swavalamban warriors  
 



  28 

  

The Way Forward….    
 
Certainly, COVID-19 is a black swan event, which has affected the mankind, 
challenged the lives and disrupted livelihoods. While world has started the race 
for a cure for the pandemic, worldwide, millions and millions of people have 
entered into lockdowns to break the chain and contain the loss. India is no 
different, equally threatened by the loss of lives and economic activities. 
Millions of artisans, micro enterprises, poor migrants and people in bottom of 
pyramid are struggling the most.  
 
Extraordinary situation calls for extraordinary action. These are the times that 
transform a normal human being to an inspiring hero. Our Swavalamban 
Warriors are those normal people, who face everyday challenges in their lives. 
But they are the ones who stood their ground and rose to the occasion, helping 
many and inspiring some.       
 
When the lockdown will be over and the economic activities will be back to 
normalcy gradually, the role of these types of heroes will be required more than 
ever. We will continue to support, identify and bring such heroes to limelight 
from time to time.  
 
SIDBI salutes to the Swavalamban Saahasi Warriors!      
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DISCLAIMER 

The compilation of stories has been brought out for aspirants/existing Swavalambis. These are not necessarily the 
views of Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) or a complete treatment of the subject. This document is 
enterprise good initiative under Mission Swavalamban being steered by SIDBI. These are mainly based on compilation 
from different projects implemented and/or sources. While every effort has been made to avoid any mistakes or 
omissions, SIDBI would not be in any way liable to any person by reason of any mistake/omission in the publication. 
(Image courtesy on first page http://mentalhealthandhappiness.com/) 


